The Italian University System in Brief

In agreement with the Bologna Process
, degree programmes in Italian Universities are based on a three-cycle system.
	LEVEL OF EDUCATION
	NAME IN ITALIAN
	DURATION
	CREDITS

	FIRST CYCLE DEGREES


	LAUREE (L)
	3 YEARS
	180 ECTS

	SECOND CYCLE DEGREES


	LAUREE MAGISTRALI (LM)


	2 YEARS
	120 ECTS

	
	SCUOLE DI SPECIALIZZAZIONE DI PRIMO LIVELLO 

	2-3 YEARS
	120-180 ECTS

	
	MASTER UNIVERSITARI DI PRIMO LIVELLO


	1 OR MORE YEARS
	60 OR MORE ECTS

	THIRD CYCLE DEGREES
	DOTTORATI DI RICERCA (PHD)  

	3 YEARS
	

	
	SCUOLE DI SPECIALIZZAZIONE DI SECONDO LIVELLO

	1-5 YEARS
	60-300 ECTS

	
	MASTER UNIVERSITARI (MU)


	1 OR MORE YEARS
	60 OR MORE ECTS


Pursuant to EU regulations, a few degrees (the Lauree magistrali a ciclo unico - LMU) are based on a one-block system, with students having to study for 5 or 6 years and earn 300/360 credits respectively.
	ITALIAN UNIVERSITIES: MAIN STRUCTURES

	STRUCTURE
	NAME IN ITALIAN
	SHORT DESCRIPTION

	FACULTIES 


	FACOLTA’ 
	Organise the academic activities of the degree programmes (the corsi di studio): in choosing a degree programme, therefore, prospective students will have to look at the courses offered by individual Faculties



	DEPARTMENTS

	DIPARTIMENTI


	Financial and administrative units within which professors and research fellows carry out their research activities. Departments have the primary aim of promoting and organising research, including third-cycle programmes for doctoral studies. Departments also offer facilities and services to first- and second-cycle students (specialized libraries, computer laboratories, etc.) and cooperate with Faculties in organizing student information services.



The University of Bologna has 23 Faculties, each of which offers a wide range of L, LMU and LM degrees. Please note that the University has three different Faculties of Economics (in Bologna, Forlì and Rimini), two Faculties of Engineering (in Bologna and Cesena) and two Faculties of Political Sciences (in Bologna and Forlì). Some of the Bologna Faculties also run degree programmes in Romagna.

The Credit System (ECTS)

The European Credit Transfer System is used by Italian universities to evaluate workload, hours of study, and academic performance. One credit corresponds to a workload of about 25 hours and the yearly workload for an average study course corresponds to about 60 credits. Credits are required to pass examinations. Credits that measure the student workload include school attendance, class-work, laboratory work and individual study projects. Further credits can be obtained from courses, projects, theses, internships, foreign language study, basic computing skills, communications training, public relations and group work. 

Examination assessment and other useful information


At the end of each teaching unit there is a final exam - written, oral, or both. Students pass only by achieving a score of 18 or more out of 30. The maximum score of 30/30 is cum laude. Here is a comparative table of the ECTS and Italian scale.The minimum score of 18/30 guarantees sufficient university credits allocated for that teaching unit.

Upon completion of their careers, students also receive a Diploma Supplement, a certificate written in English and Italian describing the student’s curriculum in detail.
All administrative issues regarding the students’ careers are taken care of by the Faculty’s Segreteria studenti (see complete list HERE). 
The Faculty’s Ufficio didattico (see contact details from the Facoltà section of each Faculty website), instead, provides support on all issues concerning the Faculty’s specific degree programmes.

At his/her enrolment, every student receives a personal electronic badge: by using the badge students can obtain certificates and services related to their university career and discounts for shops and services.

Please note that some degree programmes have an entrance test: the lauree a numero programmato have a mandatory, selective entrance test and only accept a limited number of students; the lauree con prova di verifica have a mandatory, selective entrance test but don’t have a limited number of students. For all entrance-test degrees the necessary details are published in July in the call for applications (bando di ammissione).
� The Bologna Process is an important process of harmonizing various systems of European higher education that has the objective to create a European Area of Higher Education and to promote the European system of higher education on a worldwide scale in order to increase its international competitiveness.





