REGULATIONS FOR THE SETTING UP AND THE ACTIVATION OF UNIVERSITY FIRST AND SECOND LEVEL MASTER'S DEGREE COURSES

PREAMBLE

Pursuant to the Italian Government Decree no. 270/04, University Master's degree courses represent a level of study that is autonomous in respect to the first level or second level degree courses.

Their planning is attributed to the Faculties/Schools identified by the so-called ‘Proposing Committee’ as defined by Art. 7.

Article 1 (Definition)

In accordance with these Regulations, the following definitions are given:

a) the University Master's degree course (in short, Master's degree course), signifies an academic degree or title issued by a University at the end of a specialization or higher training course, granting at least 60 credits, upon graduation following a first or second level degree course;

b) setting up a Master's degree course, signifies the decision by which the Academic Bodies approve the project for the Master's degree course;

c) the activation of a Master's degree course, signifies the decree for the publication of the application tender and the forms for admission to the Master's degree course;

d) the effective start-up of the Master's degree course, signifies the procedure by which the enrollment of students to the Master's degree course is actually implemented;
e) the University credit (in short, credit), the measurement unit and appraisal of the overall learning outcomes, including individual study, for each student having an adequate academic preparation for the acquisition of the competences and skills provided by the Master's teaching activities; 

f) the joint degree, signifies the sole academic degree or qualification issued jointly by Italian and foreign Universities which, compliant with ad hoc agreements, participate in setting the Master's degree course;

g) the double degree, signifies the academic degree or qualification issued by each international University on a separate basis to the students who have attended for an inter-University integrated Master's degree course, in compliance with the regulations of a specific agreement.

Article 2 (1st and 2nd Master's degree courses)

1. In compliance with Art. 3 of the General Academic Regulations, Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna sets up and organizes specialization courses or higher education courses for students upon their prior attainment of a first or second level degree, at the end of which the students are awarded at least 60 credits and a first or second level Master's degree, respectively.

2. Students also have the chance to attend a Master's degree course as auditors. In this case, at the end of the Master's degree course, a certificate assessing the attendance alone to the course will be issued. Professionals in the field in which the Master's degree course is focused and who do not have the  academic requisites required may also be admitted to the Master's degree course but just as  auditors.

3. It is possible to access a first level Master's degree course following graduation at a first level degree course, whereas to access a second level Master's degree it is necessary to have obtained a second level degree first.

4. All the Master's degree courses are subject to approval by the Academic Senate on the basis of the evaluation expressed by the relevant Master's Commission, which is appointed by the same Academic Senate.

5. The academic qualifications granted upon the attainment of a Master's degree, and any other certificate or document issued must always indicate the title of the Master's degree in question.

Article 3 (Duration)

1. For all Master's degree courses, the teaching and/or training activities must provide for a minimum of  60 to a maximum of 70 credits, and the compulsory attendance of all lectures or classes (lectures or by e-learning) for a whole academic year.

2. In view of specific needs, it is possible to set up International Master's degree courses lasting 2 academic years. For the attainment of a 2-year Master's degree, the course must include a teaching and training activity worth a maximum of 120-130 credits, and an obligatory attendance of all lectures or classes (lectures or e-learning) for 2 academic years.

3. The Master's degree course providing 60-70 credits may be organized into a part-time program and so have a duration of over 1 academic year.

4. In accordance with specific international agreements, it is possible to tailor the Master's teaching activities and planning to the typical organizational needs of the study courses activated at the partner University/ies.

Article 4 (Setting up, activation and actual start-up)

1. The project for setting up a Master's degree course may be proposed by this University's Faculties/Schools, High Studies Center in Buenos Aires, Schools of Specialization or higher schools, Departments, the Romagna campuses, Interdepartmental Centers, on an individual or aggregate basis, both inside the University, and in collaboration with other Italian or foreign Universities. The projects for setting up Master's degree courses are proposed upon the initiative of at least 3 full-professors from the Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna. These professors together represent and form the so-called ‘Proposing Committee.’
2. The Proposing Committees as per paragraph 1 of this section must receive the prior approval from the referring Faculty/School of the Master's degree course identified by them, for what concerns the compliance and the academic conformity of the initiative in regard to the study courses already activated. The committees must also obtain the seal of approval of the academic bodies that are expected to manage the Master's degree course and/or provide for the resources and the logistics required by the teaching activities.

3. Participation in the Master's degree courses activated in other Universities is determined by the Academic Bodies upon the evaluation of the Master's Commission and is regulated by specific agreements.

4. The project for setting up a Master's degree course as per this article must comply with the guidelines approved by the Academic Bodies upon the proposal of the Master's Commission, which lays down the requisites and the quality standards for all the organizational, teaching, logistic and financial aspects.

5. Each professor may be part of only one Scientific Board.

6. The Master's Commission examines the projects proposed, expresses its opinion on their setting up and activation, also in view of a potential overlap with other Master's degree courses belonging to the same macro-area and with first or second level degree courses.

7. Each project for the setting up of a Master's degree course is subject to the approval of the Academic Senate, upon prior consultation of the Master's Commission.

8. All the proposals for the setting up of a Master's degree course must set forth the targeted profile of graduates, their career and professional opportunities, as well as the relevant skills and competences and the learning outcomes expected.

9. The proposal for setting up a Master's degree course already activated in the previous academic year is also subject to the results evaluation obtained as defined by Article 5.

10. A Master's degree course which does not reach the minimum number of students required will not be started up.

11. A Master's degree course which in the previous academic year did not reach the minimum number of students required may not be proposed again in the short term.

12. Specific instructions for the activation and the actual start-up of Master's degree courses are contained in the Rector's annual circular letter.

Article 5 (Evaluation of Results)

1. For all the Master's degree courses, an evaluation of the results and the qualitative level achieved by the teaching activities is provided, including an appraisal of the career opportunities offered, the student's final assessment, and the achievement of the economic-financial balance.

2. The methods, parameters and indicators for the final evaluation are identified by the Academic Senate, upon the proposal of the Master's Commission.

3. At the end of the Master's degree course, the Director responsible for the Master's degree course will send the final financial report to the relevant University's offices, written in the same format as the financial forecast report, highlighting and accounting for  any economic differences.

4.  In the case of shortfall, the financial cover will be the responsibility of the institution or body managing the Master's degree course in question.

Article 6 (Functional Organization)

1. The University may deal directly with the teaching organization and budget management of the Master's degree courses activated, and may also apply for the support of the Alma Mater Foundation, public and private institutions, and a syndicate of organizations which it belongs to, including the institutions supporting the Romagna Campuses, which the University may enter into specific agreements with.

2. For the functions as per paragraph 1, the University may - on exceptional grounds - make use of funds from other bodies legally recognized by virtue of specific agreements underwritten by the Rector or one of his attorneys.

3. The management of the procedures regarding the setting up and the issuing of the Master's degree is exclusively the responsibility of the University's offices under every circumstance, unless otherwise stated in specific agreements for the purposes of joint or double degrees. The tasks concerning the drafting of the application form and its subsequent publication, the receipt of all the applications, the enrollment of the admitted students, and the introduction of the teaching program into the University's IT systems, may be assigned, by means of special authorization, to the Alma Mater Foundation on a temporary basis.

4. The unified supervision of the teaching provision at the University (management of teaching assignments and monitoring of the teaching hours) is performed by uploading all relevant data into the yearly University teaching programme.

5. The remuneration and fees granted for the teaching, tutoring and coordination activities carried out within the framework of the Master's degree courses are defined and regulated under specific guidelines approved annually by this University, following the proposal of the Master's Commission.

Article 7 (Master's Governing Bodies)

1. The Master's Governing Bodies comprise the Director, the Scientific Board, the Teachers’ Board.

2. The Director is a permanent member of the teaching staff of Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna or from one of the Universities participating in the activation of the Master's degree course, and he/she is elected by the Scientific Board from among its members. The Director is responsible for the general organization of the Master's degree course and coordinates the quality assurance procedures relating to the teaching activities.

3. The Scientific Board is responsible for the scientific-teaching quality of the Master's degree course and is appointed by the proposing committee upon project presentation. The Scientific Board may comprise permanent teachers and researchers from Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna, and from other Universities participating in the activation of the Master's degree course, as well as qualified experts or scholars. The Scientific Board drafts the teaching plan for the Master's degree course  and is responsible for the selection of the Master's teachers.

4. The Teachers’ Board  comprises all the teachers in charge of the teaching assignments and activities which provide credits within the Master's degree course.

5. The Scientific Board summons the Teachers’ Board at least twice a year for the assessment of the teaching quality standards.

Article 8 (Teaching and Organizational Assignments)

1. The teaching activities within the Master's degree course are assigned to permanent teachers and researchers from Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna, or to teachers and researchers from partner Universities. In accordance with specific external agreements with other institutions/organizations, the teaching activities within the Master's degree course may also be assigned on a contract basis to experts/scholars possessing highly qualified competence in the areas/subjects included in the Master's teaching plan, who are identified and appointed by the Scientific Board, which is responsible for assessing their fee.

2. The permanent teachers and researchers from Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna may be granted both teaching and organizational assignments related to Master's degree courses, provided that they comply with their duties relating to the first or second level degree study courses they are in charge of.

3. The permanent teachers from Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna who carry out teaching and organizational activities within the Master's degree course may be paid for these assignments provided that they comply with the minimum number of lecture hours set down in the guidelines approved by the University.

Article 9 (University credits)

1. The Board of Teachers of the Master's degree course may recognize all skills and learning outcomes as credits, as described in Art. 5, Paragraph 7 of the Government Decree no. 270/04, provided that these skills and learning outcomes have not already been used for the attainment of the academic requisites that give access to the Master's degree course. In view also of the Master's degree course types, a number of credits equivalent to a maximum one fourth of the total credit number may be recognized.

2. The credits acquired in the study courses within first level Master's degree courses may be recognized by the second level Degree Course Boards for the purposes of graduation.

3. As far as the second level Master's degree courses are concerned, it is also possible to allow for cooperation agreements with PhD degree courses.

Article 10 (Admission to the Master's degree courses)

1. The admission to the Master's degree courses is subject to the passing of an entry test whose modalities are laid down by the Scientific Board or by the cooperation agreement between the Italian and the foreign Universities involved.

2. The application form must specify the method by which the entrance test is to be arranged, the academic or education titles recognized, the minimum/maximum number of applicants, and the registration fee to be paid by each student.

3. The registration fee will be set yearly by the University's Board of Directors, upon the proposal of the Master's Proposing Committee.

Article 11 (Funding)

1. All the Master's degree courses are self-financed and the main financial resources are represented by the student's tuition fees and/or other public or private economic contributions, including EU funds.

Article 12 (Management quotas)

1. The University's Board of Directors annually set the quota to be allocated to the University’s general and administrative cost accounts, upon the proposal of the Master's Commission. Derogation or exceptions to these conditions are possible in the case of international agreements for the purposes of joint degrees.

Article 13 (Master's degree course in cooperation with other universities)

1. In compliance with Art 3, paragraph 10 of the Ministry's Decree 270/2004, Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna has the power to issuing joint Master's degrees together with other Italian and/or foreign universities. The Master's degree courses in cooperation with other Universities must be activated by means of a specific framework agreement between the Universities which lays down:

a) the type of the academic title (double or joint);

b) the methods for the awarding of the title/s, specifying the academic requisites and learning outcomes required for the attainment of the same title/s;

c) the methods and the integrated development of the teaching plan;

d) the joint selection and evaluation criteria of applicants/students;

e) the reference to the national legislation which regulates the release of double and joint degree and, where possible, the positioning of the degree within the relevant National Qualification Frameworks;

f) the mobility policies for students and teachers. Under all circumstances, at least a share equivalent to 30% of the Master's credits must be acquired at one or more partner University; 

g) the responsibility for the general administration of student's careers and the methods for data transfer;

h) the responsibility for the financial management and the definition of the relations among the parties involved in respect to each financial and accounting aspect. The agreement must also provide for the student the enrolling in just one of the partner Universities;

i) the quality standards for each Master's initiative and the monitoring methods;

j) the Master's teaching locations and offices.

2. The framework agreement must include, in attachment, an addendum reporting the graduate profile, the objectives of the Master's program in terms of the skills and competences acquired, the teaching prospectus, the career opportunities and prospects, the associated competences, the location of each teaching activity, the method of assignment of the credits, and the data concerning the project’s economic viability.

3. The joint or double Master's degrees can only be awarded in the presence of a foreign University degree having an equivalent value, with particular emphasis on the access to the following study cycles as provided by the national education system which regulates the University study courses. Where appropriate, reference to the positioning of the Master's degree within the relevant National Qualification Framework will be included.

4. The Scientific Board and the Board of Teachers will comprise teachers belonging to all the partner Universities involved, as specified by the framework agreement.

5. In the case of a joint degree, the degree certificate will be issued on a joint basis by all the partner Universities and will have equal value in all the countries involved. The degree will specify the qualification which the joint program corresponds to in the partner University's education system, as well as the reference national legislation and, where appropriate, the position within the relevant National Qualification Framework.

6. In case of a double degree, the national final degree certificate will be issued separately by each partner University that has participated in the Master's degree course, in accordance with the specific cooperation agreement and in the methods specified by the framework agreement.

7. The framework agreements may also include other types of agreements, if the national legislation in force in the countries involved calls for further legislative measures and/or references.
